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JULIUS BERGER BOARDROOM VETERANS, HRH IGWE ANUGWU AND ENGR. 

HEINZ STOCKHAUSEN RETIRE AMIDST CELEBRATORY ENCOMIUMS 

Two of Julius Berger’s longest serving members of its Board of Directors, His Royal Highness Igwe Peter 

Nosike Anugwu and Engr. Heinz Stockhausen have retired from the Board of the company. 

 

At a send forth party in honour of the retiring boardroom veterans, which held at the penthouse of the iconic 

head office of Nigeria’s most successful and exemplary engineering construction company in Utako district 

of the nation’s capital city Abuja, it was an occasion for a well-deserved celebration of the two great men 

whose work and tireless dedication to the development and growth of the company’s business and brand 

could not just be swept under the carpet. 

  

To set the lively tone for the event, the Chairman of the Board of Directors of Julius Berger, Mr. Mutiu 

Sunmonu, CON, said even though it was within the power of both corporate gurus to elect to retire and rest 

after such long, worthy and productive service to the company, he personally would have wished to still 

have them with him as the reliable boardroom juggernauts as he has come to know and appreciate them. 

 

That Julius Berger would experience a nostalgia for the retiring gentlemen was palpable as Mr. Sunmonu 

continued his speech. He urged both men to kindly answer if and when Julius Berger calls to draw from 

their pool of worthy experience in the continuing progressive interest of the company.  

 

The Vice-Chairman and former Managing Director of Julius Berger, Dr. George Marks, a most competent 

commentator on the company’s business in Nigeria, also took time to eulogise the virtues and fruitful 

contributions of both Igwe Anugwu and Engr. Stockhausen to the growth and success of the company. Dr. 

Marks glowingly celebrated that Engr. Stockhausen was also so historically operationally involved in Julius 

Berger projects; so much so that his competent and remarkable signature of technical expertise, experience 

and strength remains enduringly visible in almost every major engineering infrastructure in Abuja and all 

across Nigeria.  
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Such projects include but are not limited to the International Conference Centre Abuja which had a 

construction time of nine months; a bridge to Minna in 6 weeks; infrastructure and buildings in Abuja such 

as the Central Bank and later on the Central Bank in Lagos; the landmark lkoyi bridge in Lagos; the Bonny 

LNG Trains 1 – 6; and last but not the least the wonderful Nestoil Tower in Victoria Island Lagos.  

 

Marks thanked both HRH Igwe and Engr. Stockhausen for their unparalled dedication to duty, wishing them 

an enjoyable retirement. Marks also heartily appreciated and thanked the spouses and families of the retiring 

directors for their great understanding and perseverance by which they allowed their husbands to work so 

very productively for Julius Berger during their decades of service to the company.  

 

The Managing Director of Julius Berger, Engr. Dr. Lars Richter, also gave remarks at the event in 

appreciation of the retiring directors. He thanked them for their great work and legacy of productivity that 

advanced the business fortunes and frontiers of the company. Engr. Dr. Richter also wished both HRH Igwe 

and Engr. Stockhausen a happy retirement. Other speakers at the event included the immediate past 

Managing Director of the company, Engr. Wolfgang Goetsch, and members of the Board Hon. Engr. Jafaru 

Damulak and Dr. Ernest Nnaemeka Azudialu-Obiejesi, all of whom paid glowing tributes to the 

transformative contributions of HRH Igwe and Engr. Stockhausen to the great Julius Berger corporate 

success story as it is today.  

 

The retiring directors, HRH Igwe Anugwu and Engr. Stockhausen in responding to the tributes also thanked 

the company for the opportunity given to them to serve Julius Berger. Igwe served and became the oldest 

independent director on the Board before his retirement. He was a notable, long-serving member of the 

company’s Audit Committee and a very dignified face with a consistent and respected presence and voice 

at the company’s annual general meetings. HRH Igwe, in a lighter and gracious banter said: “I am still 

available to offer good advice to the Audit Committee of our company anytime you require me to do 

so even in retirement”  

 

Engr. Stockhausen who also thanked the Chairman, Board members and friends for their wonderful 

speeches and tributes, also singled out his amiable wife, Barbel, who he jokingly said, from the encomium 

poured on his person “now knows about the stunning qualities of her husband” to a good applause 

from the august audience. “I want to thank Barbel for the support she has given to our family and to 

myself. She has built our home in ldstein, while I worked in Nigeria as an engineer… She took care 

of our family life and relationships …Sometimes she asks herself whether I am married with her or 

with Julius Berger Nigeria. In return I promised that I would retire so that we have a good life later 

on. Now I am 71 and will fulfil my promise. Barbel - thank you that you are still with me”.  

 

Speaking of his time in Julius Berger and also of the strong work ethic, high quality and the best 

international engineering standards that define Julius Berger’s works, Engr. Stockhausen said: “I am lucky 
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because I was allowed to work in a company like Julius Berger; a company which as a policy does 

not permit deviation from best engineering standards”. Stockhausen added that: “When people are 

saying we are too expensive, the answer is NO. Our company is honest. The client gets the value he 

is paying for and even more. When we get a contract we will try to give the client more construction 

for his money. The roads in phase I of Abuja are now more than 30 years old and still in very good 

condition. No costs for repairs or even new construction. It is much too expensive to build cheap”.  

 

Stockhausen signed off hopefully for the future of Julius Berger Nigeria Plc when he said: “Construction 

is the core business of our great company and we have to maintain the value… We have to diversify 

and create new and additional areas of business. Our management is very professional and fully 

committed. The members of the Board are highly qualified and the composition is very good - we 

have the right people to lead the company into a great future”.  

 

HRH Igwe Peter Nosike Anugwu, JP, OFR, and Engr. Heinz Stockhausen served Julius Berger for 24 and 

36 years respectively before their retirement.  

 

Other dignitaries who attended the event in Abuja included HRH Igwe Achebe the Obi of Onitsha, H.E Peter 

Obi the former Governor of Anambra State, Chief John Nnia Nwodo former Minister of Information, 

Professor ABC Nwosu former Minister of Health, Senator Ben Obi and a host of other important 

personalities. 


